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World Forest Observatory Structure 
 



Roles and Partners 
Role Partners 

Regional monitoring 
centres 

Columbia U, U Jena, Keio U, Peking 
U, S Dakota State U, VTT, Woods Hole 
RC, Conabio 

Carbon Woods Hole RC, IIASA, Carnegie I 

Biodiversity UNEP WCMC, Smithsonian 

Global hub & synthesis U Leeds, Smithsonian 

In situ Smithsonian, U Leeds 

Networking U Helsinki, IIASA 

Validation Columbia U, Wageningen U 

Verification Resources for Future, IIASA, 
Wageningen 
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ASTROTROP 
Partners 

STFC Funded  
Technology Technology Users 

Information Inputs 
 
Area Maps from 
Kings College 
(L. America) 
Leicester 
(Congo) 
 
Maps of Other 
Attributes from 
Other Partners 





Managing Tropical Forest Information 
and Astronomical Data 

1.8 billion hectares 
400 billion trees 
Attributes: area, location, carbon density, species 
Functions: combine information from 100s of sources 
                    overlay information on different attributes 

200 billion stars in the Milky Way 
Attributes: location 
Functions: combine information from 100s of sources 
                    overlay information on different attributes 
 



How a Pan-Tropical Forest Observatory Will Work 

Technology 
Operational 

Technology 
Operational 

The Third Lens: 
Virtual Superimposition 


